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SPECIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
February 6, 2015 

Via Teleconference 
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Resolution Name: Josh Gotbaum - Kennedy Award Nomination 
 

 AFFECTS POLICY MANUAL:       
 

YES = Yes ABS = Abstain PXY = Proxy Vote 

NO = No N/A = Absent REC = Recuse 

PASS = Pass   

 

COMMENTS:       
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YES: 20 NO: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 0  

Status: Passed  Failed  Tabled  Withdrawn  Show of Hands  

 

 

WHEREAS, the APFA Board of Directors created and is authorized to bestow the Edward M. 

Kennedy Award for Public Service on Behalf of the Labor Movement to honor individuals in the 

public or private sectors “in recognition and appreciation of their dedication and contribution to the 

protection and promotion of the rights of America’s workers and their families and the work of unions 

to further those goals;” and 

 

WHEREAS, Josh Gotbaum was the Director of the Pension Benefit Guarantee Corporation (PBGC) 
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from 2010 to 2014, and currently is at The Brookings Institution as a Guest Scholar, Economic 

Studies; and 

WHEREAS, as Director of the PBGC, Gotbaum was a forceful advocate for preserving pension plans 

whenever possible and for other actions to strengthen workers’ retirement security; and  

WHEREAS, the PBGC was a member of the Unsecured Creditors Committee during the AMR 

bankruptcy proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, Gotbaum joined APFA in vigorously fighting to prevent American Airlines from using 

the bankruptcy process to shed its defined benefit pension plans; and 

WHEREAS, Gotbaum played a significant role in keeping the bankruptcy-era American Airlines 

management from terminating the defined benefit plan for Flight Attendants (and the plans for other 

workgroups); and 

WHEREAS, Gotbaum also was the first CEO of The September 11
th

 Fund, a more than $500,000,000 

charitable organization designed to assist family, institutions, and communities impacted by the 

September 11
th

 attacks;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the APFA Board of Directors bestows the Edward M. 

Kennedy Award for Public Service on Behalf of the Labor Movement on Josh Gotbaum, with the 

award to be presented at the next Annual Convention. 

 
 


