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WHEREAS, the APFA Board of Directors created the Jose Chiu Award to recognize APFA Flight
Attendant members who have suffered serious injury or death in the course of an evacuation or other

aircraft emergency; and

WHEREAS, twenty-four years ago this week, on February 1, 1991, Flight Attendants Bill Ibarra,
Deanna Bethea, Vance Spurgeon and Patricia Hodges were working US Air Flight 1493 from SYR to
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LAX; and

WHEREAS, the tower cleared the 737 to land on an LAX runway after it had cleared SkyWest Flight
5569 for takeoff on that same runway, and a horrific crash ensued; and

WHEREAS, with the aircraft engulfed in flames, the four Flight Attendants evacuated and saved the
lives of as many of their passengers and crew as possible; and

WHEREAS, Bill Ibarra, Vance Spurgeon and Patricia Hodges survived with serious injuries that took
years to heal, while Lead Flight Attendant Deanna Bethea was one of the twenty-one people who
perished that day, including US Air Captain Colin Shaw and all 12 souls on board SkyWest Flight
5569; and

WHEREAS, years have passed, and today Bill Ibarra is an integral part of APFA's Critical Incident
Stress Management (CISM) Program, and assists his fellow Flight Attendants who have been involved
in traumatic events in the workplace and is a shining example of human resilience in the face of
tragedy; and

WHEREAS, APFA wishes to recognize, honor and express our gratitude to all four Flight Attendants
for their remarkable courage and bravery;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the APFA Board of Directors bestows the Jose Chiu Award
upon Flight Attendants Bill Ibarra, Deanna Bethea (posthumously), Vance Spurgeon and Patricia
Hodges.
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